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The Emergence and Institutionalization of Participatory Planning in Conservative
Cities: A Case Study of Changes in Urban Planning in the 1970s in Portland, OR
(Fostering Joint International Research)
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To examine how participatory planning can emerge and be institutionalized in

conservative cities where citizens have little experience with political activity, we conducted a
case study on urban planning practices employed during the 1970s in Portland, Oregon. Among our
results, although protests and participatory organizations were rare in Portland in the 1960s,
participatory planning emerged and became institutionalized there in the 1970s due to three factors.
First, the proportion of Portland’ s population aged between fifteen to thirty four years increased
in the 1960s. Second, the generation that grew up when social movements peaked in the United States
in the 1960s became accustomed to methods of participatory democracy more than earlier generations.
Third, the population of urban professionals that increased in the 1970s played a critical role in
the institutionalization of participatory planning in Portland.
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