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The system study on higher—order brain functions covered five major research fields:
object recognition and memory, movement and goal-directed action, inference and thought,
emotion and motivation, and language. For 5 year term from 2004-2009, 6 researchers and
a representative (Kimura) made plans for summer workshop, group meeting and symposia each
ear. Under the program, about 50 researchers including core member and supporting member
came to meet at meeting places in Sapporo in summer and at Tokyo in winter and made platform
and poster presentations of papers of individual members. Winter workshop was also held
in Hokkaido with talks of invited speakers not only from Japan but also from abroad and
with about 100 attendants. There were very active discussions in these meetings among
senior and junior researchers and graduate students about popular research fields and
perspectives. The research group covers several different disciplines, such as system
neurophysiology, functional imaging of human brain functions, cellular and synapse
mechanisms, molecular biological mechanisms of brain function, and disorders of brain
and nervous system. Peoples working in different disciplines gathered at the meetings
and discussed about collaboration and future break through.
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