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A Comprehensive Study on the Culture and History of Buddhism in the Kawachi
Region
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The Kawachi area in the southern part of Osaka prefecture is home to many
still existing old temples, which are associated with Prince Shotoku. Of the temples related to
Shotoku, Kyoko-ji Temple was chosen for the current investigation. The primary focus was on the
temple’ s main icon, a statue of Bodhisattva Maitreya.

To the south, the Kawachi area borders Wakayama prefecture, famous for a number of major Shingon
sect Buddhist temples founded by priest Kukai and his disciples. Probably the best known is
Kongobu-ji Temple on Mt. Koya, which was established by Kukai. On this occasion, a comprehensive
survey was conducted at Kongo-ji and Kanshin-ji Temples, two major Shingon sect temples located in
Kawachi Nagano City. Among the important discoveries made during the surveys were missing fragments
of a hand-copied manuscript of the Tang dynasty tale “ A Dalliance in the Immortals’ Den” , owned
by Kongo-ji Temple and designated as Important Cultural Property.
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