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This interdisciplinary research project tackled the shrinking of society,
one of the most pressing policy issues in Japan, where an aging and decreasing population is
expected to shake the sustainability of local governments. First, in view of a residential decrease
and diminishing social resources, we engaged in theoretical and philosophical analyses on desirable
ways of maintaining social and private life, its social and institutional foundations, and their
historical changes. Second, by focusing on the discrepancy between the legal system established in
Japan during the period of population growth and the legal issues in the period of population
decline, we identified some options for how to reorganize the legal system to suit a shrinking
society. Finally, we examined feasible and comprehensive policy options, which could address a wide
variety of practical issues that might arise from population decline related to governance, public
law, and civil law.
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