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We conducted excavations at the 10 million year-old Nakali Formation
Kenya). We revealed a high diversity of the Nakali primate community and evaluated the strength of
competition over the use of environmental resources. In addition to a great ape Nakalipithecus,
which is presumed to have a close relationship to the last common ancestor of humans and extant
African apes, we formally reported two other apes from Nakali. These apes were associated with a
large number of cercopithecid (a group including living Old World monkeys) primate remains. Oxygen
and carbon stable isotopic analysis of dental enamel sampled from Nakalipithecus and these
cercopithecids revealed that both taxa exploited resources obtained from similar environments
(closed C3 dominant environment) and suggest a potential competitive relationship among them.
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