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In this project, we conducted a thorough examination of Paleolithic stone
tools and Pleistocene faunal remains excavated from the Shitsukari-Abe Cave, located in the
Shimokita Peninsula. The purpose of this project was to shed light on resource utilization by
Pleistocene humans in the northernmost section of Honshu. We used a multi-dimensional analysis,
including geometric morphometrics, and found that unearthed hare teeth, often found in close
proximity to backed knives, were all from Lepus brachyurus rather than Lepus timidus. We also
measured the age of each individual tooth with carbon-14 dating in order to confirm that Pleistocene

humans who used the cave hunted the animals. In addition, we confirmed that the trapeze—which had
previously attracted attention— is a sedimentary rock like chalcedony which most likely originated
from either the Shimokita or Tsugaru Peninsula.
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