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Rethinking Asia from Maritime Perspectives: History and Continuity of British
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In this research we focus on various networks underlying social structure
and cultural dynamism in contemporary East Asia and Southeast Asia by conducting multidisciplinary
research by the group of researchers with various disciplines such as area studies, cultural
anthropology, and historical studies. By examining colonial networks developed in British Malaya and

its implications in the modern East and Southeast Asia through fieldwork and the examination of
literature, we uncovered different layers of networks inherited from the colonial period to the
present in terms of patterns of commerce, migration, and even cultural dissemination. Through this
collaborative research we were able to present new perspectives to understand contemporary Asia
beyond the boundaries of nation states. Some of our findings were presented at international
symposium and conferences in Japan.
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