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A contrastive study of ellipsis in Japanese and Korean: toward an explanation
for linguistic structures

Ogoshi, Naoki
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This study aims to clarify some structural features of the Japanese and

Korean languages, which display many similarities. We analyzed various kinds of elliptical phenomena
such as noun-ending sentences, the truncation of predicates, the Unagi sentences and the omission
of main clauses in complex sentences through various texts including social media language. The
analyses show that the differences in ellipsis between the two languages are caused by the fact that
linguistic units in Japanese tend to act independently and combine easily while this independence
is not found in Korean, in which linguistic composition cannot be so easily divided. From this, it
can be concluded that the Japanese language displays a structure like a string of "magnets® and the
Korean language like a "chain”.
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