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Comparative Archaeological Study on Circulation in "Four Gates", Maginal Area of
Early-Modern Japan
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In this study, the distribution of goods in "Four Gates" (Matsumae,
Tsushima, Nagasaki, Ryukyu) in early-modern times was investigated based on archaeological materials
and historical documents. As a result, the following points were clarified. (1) The distribution of
goods through the "Four Gates" is closely linked to changes in the domestic and international
economic structures and distribution structures. (2) There are two aspects to the distribution of
goods in the "™ Four Gates ": complementary relations and competitive relations. (3) " Four Gates "
is not only a place of trade but also a place of living where people live, and elucidation of
handicraft production in various places is also an important issue.
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