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Geographical study of adaptive governance of coastal fisheries grounds
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In the study of common property resources, Japanese coastal fisheries are
considered as good examples of community-based, self-organized institutions for resource management.
On the other hand, the “ traditional” or “ closed” image of the community often drew criticism
that once it was incorporated into the global market economy or faced climate change, the community
no longer functions for the commons. We found the political background of recent governance studies
in Japan, a methodology developed to describe networks in governance, the reality of FCA
consolidation in the last half-century. Based on these contexts, we presented case studies of
adaptive governance; in the emergence of local scientific knowledge to cope with oligotrophication,
in the fishing industry facing the dynamic shift of herring resources, in fisher networks in
response to the tsunami, and the development of new governance in response to seaweed deforestation.
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