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In Japan today, there is a growing concentration of population in Tokyo and
economic decline elsewhere. To understand the complex phenomenon of regional inequality, it is
important to redefine the concepts of "regional inequality of scale®, which refers to the uneven
geographical distribution of population and industry, and "regional inequality of level®, which
focuses on regional differences in terms of income per population. The dilemma arises when
populations move from low-income to high-income regions, with the latter becoming smaller while the
former widens. Analysis of long-term changes and recent trends in regional inequality shows the
following points. First, regional inequalities are found in income levels, educational
opportunities, employment, marriage and childbirth, and health status. Second, socio-economic *
selective migration®, such as education and income, leads to the reproduction of regional
inequalities through changes in the composition of the regional population.
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