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A comparative and comprehensive study on Juvenile Justice : Should we introduce
a third tier treatment and custody model for young adults?
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In regard to current proposals to lower the upper age for juvenile justice
and to introduce a third tier of treatment and custody model for young adults instead, this project
team conducted comparative research on current practices and issues on Youth Prisons and Youth
Custody Institutions in USA, Scandinavian and European countries as well as in Juvenile Training
Schools and Youth Prisons in Japan. Having analyzed and discussed research findings, we confirmed
that while most countries set the age of majority at 18, those countries provide special treatment
and custody model for young adults (for instance, up to 24 years old) at the same time, which works
effectively. This third and intermediate model is based on the recognition that their immaturity
vulnerability and changeability.

As such, we conclude that while the current upper age of 20 for juvenile justice in Japan is not
relatively so high, it is desirable to introduce the third model, if we should lower the upper age.
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