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The importance of the primary in understanding the nature of US political
parties, especially how they are transformed, was proven by this research project. In particular,
the case of Donald Trump, who had been a Democrat, an Independent, a member of the Reform Party as
well as a Republican, getting the Republican nomination for the President in 2016, is a good case in

point. Without the primary, his nomination could not have happened.

In addition, it is noteworthy that some of the major policies of the Republican Party have
undergone a radical change to protectionism, isolationism, and harsher attitudes against illegal
immigrants under Trump. The change in the Republican Party was synchronized and interconnected with
the rise of Trump, who in turn accelerated the Party®s chan?e by intervening in the 2018 mid-term
election. The ideas do affect the substance of the political parties through the competition among
the candidates pursuing the party nomination in the party primary.
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