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Our research project empirically studies whether internationally
non-harmonised domestic measures or trade rules in each country would decrease international trade
flows as non-tariff barriers, considering the differences in the degree of the elasticity of
substitution among traded products. According to our empirical research results, non-harmonised
national product standards will decrease the volume of imports from other countries in case of Japan

and EU countries, and the number of registrations of international trademark has been clearly
increased since the Madrid protocol came into effect in 1995. There results indicate that

international harmonisation of domestic measures or trade rules will reduce non-tariff barriers
among trading partners.
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