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The process of professionalization of semiprofessions in Japan from the Meiji
era to the end of World War I1I.

SUGAWARA, AKITYOSHI
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The study examined how the semiprofessions have aimed for full professional
status in Modern Japan. They required no advanced academic training and were less prestigious than
the established professions. The following semiprofessions were chosen as the subject of study:
pharmacy, midwifery, keiri, accounting, elementary school teaching, special support school teaching,

kindergarten teaching, and school nursing. We analyzed the editorial policy, the purpose of
publication, and the contents of the professional journals in these occupations and the magazines in
education.Research findings confirm the professionalization of semiprofessions has been the process
of providing better services to meet the needs of their clients while protecting their own rights
gained at work and the benefits associated with them. The semiprofessionals maK be considered to
have been a group of people who would learn from practice and try to improve their daily activities
to claim professional status.
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