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To enhance the mobility of student and professionals, many OECD countries

employ foreign credential evaluation (FCE) as a means for the recognition of educational credentials
and work experience. The main component of this research is a comparative study of FCE functions in
Europe, Australia, and the US, with a particular focus on how FCE centers in those countries
examine the concept of “ substantial differences” between the two credentials being compared. The
concept of substantial differences is one of the critical features of the Lisbon Recognition
Convention. If substantial differences exist between the foreign qualification and the required
qualification, it will prevent the applicant from succeeding in their desired activity, such as
further study, research activities, or employment.
This research contribute to Japanese society towards establishment of a common understanding
regarding substantial differences by identifying critical factors for FCE.
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