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The study discussed the roles and structure of organizations that supported
grass-root spontaneous agri-activities on vacant and abandoned lands by standing in between
stakeholders and local governments. Case studies in Chiba and Kanagawa identified that
organizations as Agricultural Cooperatives and private enterprises played a role to introduce urban
farmers the best places to practice agri-activities, and supported farm households to become an
entity that engaged not only in primary but in tertiary industry. A comparative study between case
studies in Nagasaki and Chiba identified that such roles of organizations were stronger in major
urban areas than in small and mid-size cities. International case studies, conducted in Germany and
UK identified that Non-Profit Organizations, which supported grass-rooted small agri-groups by
receiving subsidies from local governments, played an indispensable role in networking such
agri-groups by carefully supporting their activities.
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