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Novel molecular mechanisms of actions of homocysteine, a risk factor of
cardiovascular diseases
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Elevated plasma levels of homocysteine are considered as a risk factor for
cardiovascular diseases and this study aims to reveal yet unknown underlying molecular mechanisms.
Here we investigated the structure of PPARa, a candidate of homocysteine target, and found the
failure of oxytocin signaling (milk ejection and maternal behavior) in mice lacking cystathionine
gamma-lyase that display homocysteinemia.
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