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In a large-scale awareness survey, there was a sense of unfairness in the

entrance examination for medical school, and many people thought that those who were born and raised

in an environment with financial strength are suitable for the examination and easy to enter the
medical school. Mental strength, compassion and empathy were emphasized as qualities. The
recognition rate of the regional quota system was about 10% overall, and about 30% for medical
professionals and medical students.
An additional analysis of the results of past surveys of teachers in charge of career guidance at
high schools reveals regional disparities in medical school entrance exams, depending on the area
and size of the city they live, and differences between private and public high schools.
According to a survey of mass media articles on university entrance exams, the articles on medical
school entrance exams have increased since 2004, and the main content was the number of successful
applicants by high school.
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“Factors influencing application to medical schools in Japan: High school guidance counselors”
perception of the issue”
Kikuko Taketomi, Junji Otaki, et.al.
49 (International session),2017
[Conclusion]

Economic and regional disparities among high school students in Japan influence students” decisions
to go on to medical schools. Many high school guidance counselors reported that wealthy, urban students
had a clear advantage over others. The influence of educational disparities should be more effectively
clarified.

“Size of city, type of school, and application to medical schools in Japan: From a nationwide survey of
high school guidance counselors”

Junji Otaki, et.al.

15th Asia Pacific Medical Education Conference , 2017

[Conclusion]

The proportions of high schools that many graduates enter medical schools vary in accordance with
sizes of cities and types of high school. These results suggest that economic and regional disparities
among high school students in Japan influence students” decisions to go on to medical schools. The
influence of educational disparities should be more effectively clarified.
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