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Using the case study of Rwandan refugees, this study was able to demonstrate
that repatriation to home country can often be implemented with political intent, which is to
control and destabilize refugees and returnees (former refugees). Some returnees were forced to
leave the country for the second or third time, and in worst cases, repatriation has led to
disappearance or death. It is not well acknowledged that the UN and governments’ policy to promote
return and cease refugee status has heightened refugees’ fear, and refugees have protected
themselves by disguising their nationality. Although voluntary repatriation was accepted in
principle as the preferred solution, this requires critical re-examination including human rights
situation in the home countries and the government of home countries’ intention to (forcefully)
repatriate refugees.
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