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This team reconsidered the concept of “ public religions” which was
proposed by Jose Casanova, by extending his theoretical premise of Christianity in the West to the
implicit and diversified religions in the East and a part of Slavic areas. In those areas
conventional religions and transnational religions participated in public sphere through political
and social engagement.

Specifically, we conducted our research on religions and the relations to their regimes in Japan,

China, Taiwan, and Mongol in East Asia, Thailand, India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh in Southeast and
South Asia, and Poland and Ukraine in peripheral Slavic regions. We found that several political

reli?ions in those countries and the legacy of post-socialist countries, which extended religious

involvement in public sphere through bargaining with the state and its regulatory enforcers.
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