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Paleo-biology of Neolithic peoples in Anatolian Turkey
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Osteo-biological data was obtained from human bones excavated from the
Hasankeyf Hoyuk of the PPNA period iIn the Anatolian Plateau, north Levant. Of the 124 individuals,
about half are adults and the sex is mostly male. Adolescent-juvenile individuals have better bone
preservation than adults, indicating that they might have been more carefully buried. Life
expectancy is less than 30 years old, which is about the same as that of Neolithic people in the
south Levant. The tooth is characterized by strong wear and almost no caries. There is a lot of
oblique wear, seeming that they used their own teeth as a tool. Calculus was deposited on the
anterior teeth, and starch granules, which are considered to be Gramineae, were detected. Stable
isotope analysis of human bone revealed that the diet mainly consisted of terrestrial flora and
fauna, but also freshwater resources (freshwater fish, etc.) were additionally consumed.
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