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A comparative study of HTLV-1-associated diseases among Fujian province in
China, Taiwan, and southwest Japan.
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We conducted international joint research on HTLV-1l-associated diseases in
Fujian province in China, Taiwan, and southwest Japan. Japanese researchers visited China and Taiwan
to give lectures to local researchers and clinicians and provided guidance for the diagnosis of
HTLV-1 infection and HTLV-1-associated diseases. We found and reported the first HAM patient in
China with Chinese researchers.We investigated the HTLV-1 subtype by analyzing the whole genome
sequence of HTLV-1 in 15 Chinese, 26 Taiwanese, and 211 Japanese. The ratios of transcontinental
subtype and Japanese subtype were 73%/27%, 58%/42%, and 18%/82%, respectively.lt has become clear
that HAM patients also exist in China and that HTLV-1 Japanese subtype exists at a certain rate in

China.
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