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George Gordon Byron was a British poet with a great deal of influence on
Western Romanticism, and modern Japanese literary figures and thinkers have also been inspired by
his individualism and liberalism. In Meiji Japan, Kitamura Tokoku was strongly affected by Byron’ s
individualism. He was also interested in the argument for overcoming Byronic individualism proposed
by Thomas Carlyle, a literary figure of Victorian England, and he expressed this concept in his own
works. In addition, Byronic liberalism resonated with Hayashi Fusao and Tsurumi Yusuke in Japan’ s
early Showa period. W.H. Auden, a British poet and contemporary of theirs who also sympathized with
Byronic liberalism, despised Byron’ s concept of heroism, but the thinking of Hayashi and Tsurumi

was the exact opposite. By instead emphasizing this heroism, they made a logical leap from
liberalism to affirmation of nationalism.
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