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Age-related changes in automatic responses to interpersonal modalities:
Interaction between sentence-final particles and adressee honorifics in Japanese
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It is not uncommon for some Asian languages to have sentence-final particles

(SFPs) to yield various discourse functions. Particularly in Japanese, SFPs carry various moods
between the addresser and the addressee. This study utilized event-related potential (ERP) of
electroencephalography to examine age-related changes as well as an individual difference in
autistic traits for understanding the addressee-oriented SFP -ne. We found a significant effect of
late positive potential (LPP), which is known as a reliable index of emotional perception. The
greater LPP was elicited for utterances with -ne than those without -ne, in older adults thah
younger adults. This effect is particularly evident in older men with higher autistic traits,
suggesting that they are hyper-sensitive to the emotionally arousing SFP -ne. The atypical neural
reactivity to the SFP by Japanese older men with higher autistic traits may underlie their possible
difficulties in using the short linguistic marker of mood.
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