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Identification of the novel niche factor implicated in cancer stem cell
maintenance in tumor stroma.
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Cancer stem cell (CSC) have been implicated in chemo-resistance and tumor
relapse, and the stem cell-like properties are regulated by CSC niche. However, the CSC niche in
solid tumor is totally unknown. In the current study, we identified RHBDF2 as a gene overexpressed
in cancer associated fibroblasts (CAFs), and showed that this molecule enhances gastric cancer (GC)
cell invasion through oncogenic and non-canonical TGFB1 signaling. Further analysis using specific
inhibitor of RHBDF2 may lead to the inhibition of GC invasion and metastasis.
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