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Humans can freely manipulate mental representations, to think about reasons,

prepare for the future, and think about others. In this study, we examined "mental independence,"
the ability to manipulate mental representations not limited to space and time, in various animal
species. The results revealed that: 1) The ability to project oneself into the future situation is
quite different between species, and humans over five years of age can achieve this; 2) chimpanzees
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