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Molecular mechanisms of neocortical malformation relevant to autism spectrum
disorder
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The neocortex re?ulates complex cognitive tasks such as sensory perception
and higher cognition. Defects in cortical development are believed to cause neurological disorders
including autism spectrum disorder (ASD). ASD children often have an overgrowth of the frontal
cortex, but the underlying molecular mechanisms responsible for this region-specific overgrowth as
well as its pathological relevance remain elusive. In this study, we found that fibroblast growth
factor signaling might have a causal role in brain morphological and behavioral alterations relevant

to ASD.
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