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I tested the hypothesis that early-diet change %from soft-diet to hard-diet)
during growth can catch up with the mandibular formation and quality of hard-diet group.

The mandibular formation in the early catch-up group didn"t show no significant differences,

compared to the hard-diet group. However, a decrease in food consistency has resulted in less bone

characteristics and morphology.Moreover, animals in three groups (hard-diet group,early-diet change
(soft-hard) group and soft-diet group) showed similar weight at the end of growth.
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X CT
Hard group Soft group Catch up group
Mandibular measurements Hard group Softgroup  Catch up_group
Mean S.D. Mean S.D. Mean S.D.
Linear measurements (mm)
Me-Co 22.06 0.34" 2114 078" 2196 0.61
Me-Go 20.34 058 19.54 0.69 20.32 0.54
Cp-GnMe 13.50 0.51"" 12.04 0.197 1238 0.32"
Co-GnMe 11.14 055" 9.70 0.70° 10.35 0.40
Angular measurements (° )
CoGo/GnMe 8220 2.75" 8870 3.07° 84.10 235
CoGn/GnMe 108.6 2.02 1122 246 1117 153
C )
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