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This study analxzed why the Onomichi Medical Association method was
developed in the central area in Onomichi by conducting interviews and investigating historical
documents.

Based on the surveys, three points emerged: historical local ties, local doctors’ authority
frequent and effective training, and motivation. These three points came together very nicely in the
specific case of Onomichi. Number one is the result of small-town circumstances. Numgers two and
three could be emulated wherever there is a local medical association.

Fortunately, for Japan, local medical practitioners have long been organized in associations. They
are already used to discussing local healthcare, sharing medical knowledge, and training together.
Accordingly, it would be a waste not to use the functions of local medical associations as a primary

resource.
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