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The main focus of this research was to investigate the reception of one of

the most prominent Russian novelists Maxim Gorky(Mak cu ™M Topb K M ih, 1868-1936) in Japan in
the first half of the 20th century, to anal¥se some of the most representative Japanese
translations of his literary works and to elucidate the immense influence Gorky"s literature had on
modern Japanese writers. Based on thorough research and analysis of historical sources and literary
texts this research was able to explain (among other aspects) how the reception of Gorky"s
literature evolved over the time or how his literary works were through the process of translation
intentionally rewritten. Most importantly this research proved through comparative analysis that
several literary works published in 1900s (e.g. T. Ishikawa"s "Drifting"), working class literature
in 1910s (e.g. S. Miyajima®s "The Miner') or proletarian literature in 1920s (e.g. T. Kobayashi"s
early stories) were deeply influenced by Gorky.
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Fascinated by the
Image of the Free-Spirited Vagabond: On
the Reception of Maxim Gorky"s Literature
in the Early 20th Century Japan,
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