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Examining measures for forest management considering spatial distribution of
households vulnerable to deforestation
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The livelihood of rural residents in Cambodia is often dependent on forests
as it provides non-timber forest products (NTFPs). Such forests, however, are rapidly diminishing
due to developments in the areas of agribusiness, subsistence agriculture, and timber extraction.
Some of the people affected by these developments convert remaining forests to other land uses to
compensate for their income loss. This coping strategy can create a vicious circle of further
conflicts in forest resource uses and affect the livelihoods of the other residents. With this
background and a focus on the affected Kampong Thom province, our study, combined with household
surveys and remote sensing analysis, mapped the spatial distribution of households vulnerable to
impacts of deforestation. We drew implications for immediate policy interventions and measures to
relieve the affected people and to address this problem, by taking the geographical distribution of
the vulnerable households into account.
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