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A History of the International Latitude Observatory of Mizusawa Recounted with
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Newly discovered documents and oral histories shed light on a history of the

International Latitude Observatory of Mizusawa, founded in 1899. Some dry plates and floor plans of
its old buildings were found in the NAOJ archives and digitally restored. Along with the oral
testimonies of the former observatory staff, these records led us to understand the histories,
structures, and functions of the buildings. Photographs of the staff were also restored from the dry
plates and examined with the observatory’ s records, local records, and oral histories to identify
individuals and to discover how Hisashi Kimura, the first director of the observatory, had made
connections with the local worthies through his Noh song circle and recruited local women for the
observatory. Postcards, paintings, and video tapes found in the private collections and more oral
histories from the family members of the staff helped us understand the lives and works of some
researchers and mechanics of the observatory.
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