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A research on_long-term land use and land cover changes in hilly areas of Laos
utilizing aerial photography
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In this study, we revealed long-term land use and land cover changes in a
hilly area in Laos since 1945, utilizing aerial photographs and US spy satellite photographs. Many
researchers associate forest decline or degradation in Laos with developments since the 1980s, and
especially since the economic liberalization that began in the late 1980s. The results of this study

suggest that the Second Indochina War (1960-1975) was also an important factor of forest
degradation because the exodus of internal refugees during the war had caused reclamation of
uncultivated areas in a large scale. In a case of one village, we revealed that even in 1940s and
1950s most of the village land was covered by grass or bush and it was covered forest less than 30%.
These results call for reevaluation of how forestland has been lost in Laos.
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