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The Japan heritage Kiriko festivals are a symbolic physical arts in Noto

Peninsula. The purpose of this research 1s to clarify the function, structure and significance of
Kiriko festivals by investigating the process of their development. The methods utilized were field
work, literature search, and comparative study of priest prayers. We examined the the origin,
enlargement, and decline of Kiriko festivals from historical, social, and the techniques of the
body. We also researched the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage "Seihaku Float Festival" and
nationally designated important intangible cultural property “ Okumakabuto Flag Festival” . In Noto,
although depopulation is progressing, there are regions where lively festivals are maintained. We
considered the structure of the both active and fading festivals. In conclusion, the present study
has demonstrates that a combination of solemn rituals and playfulness are important for the
inheritance of the Kiriko festivals.
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