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Empirical study on inter professional working (IPW) among professionals
supporting infants with disabilities
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This study examined the state of inter professional working (IPW% among
professionals who support infants with disabilities (e.g., childcare workers, public health nurses,
doctors, etc.) and proposed a model of their cooperation system. Accordingly, we conducted
inspections in Northern Europe and Australia and researched their models of IPW. In addition, we
conducted a social survey at Kindergartens and nursery schools near the Tokyo Metropolitan areas and
worked to understand the current support system for infants with disabilities.
The social survey revealed that the percentage of individual childcare plans was extremely low (40%)
and that the function of the local school support committee was insufficient. On the other hand,
the interview survey revealed that there were cases where organic cooperation was being promoted in
accordance with the local circumstances.
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