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The purpose of this research is to explore the development process of the
domain of exchange - a market place- in the Mega camp of East Africa. The food of the refugee is
supplied from outside. On the other hands, the food of the agrarian host community is based on the
reproduction and consumption of photosynthetic animate beings. The market of a refugee camp is a
contact zone of aid economy of the refugee (non-photosynthetic ecosystem) and subsistence economy of

the host community (photosynthetic ecosystem). According to the ecological point of view, the
exchange of the energy and substance just satisfy one’ s the biological needs. However, the refugee
and host created a unique social space to satisfy the basic needs for their daily life. In this
sense, a market place is not simply a space where the energy and substance are exchanged to satisfy
our biological needs, but also a space where the others meet each other through economical
activities.
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