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Comparative analysis of the right to know one"s origins in the debate on the
baby hatch and related problems in Japan and Germany
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This research project succeeded in clarifying the role of the "right to know
one"s origins," as one of the most powerful critical arguments put forward against the various
forms of anonymous relinquishment of infants, such as baby hatches. This project further enquired
into the process of introducing the new system of “confidential birth” in Germany as a result of the
critique of anonymously relinquishing infants centered around the violation of the infant"s "right
to know his/her origins.” Finally, the possibilities of introducing a form of "confidential birth"

in Japan based on the German system were discussed, especially in respect to the different legal
status of the "right to know one"s origins™ in Japanese law.
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