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The Thoughts of Yin Yang Wu Xing from Ancient China - Divination and Scientific
Formation -

NAWA, TOSHIMITSU
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The thoughts of Yin yang wu xing was originated in China and had a major
influence in Japan and Korean peninsula. There have already been studies of the thoughts from the
viewpoint of the history of science by Shinjo, lijima, and Yabuuchi, and from the viewpoint of
divination theory by Yasui and Nakamura. However, the systematic studies from the historical and
philological points of view were nearly absent. Nowadays, lots of first-hand documents on the theory

of Yin yang wu xing have been unearthed, starting from Mawangdui Han tomb silk manuscripts. In this
article, we will perform a historical study of unearthed documents about Yin yang wu xing and their
later developments, aiming to understand the structural and functional aspects of those theories,
and discuss the formation of Chinese divination theory, its ideological and social influences.
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