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This research clarifies early modern society’ s worldview of class

distinctions and considers its shusho structure.
First, | clarify the mid-Edo period townspeople’ s views of these social classes as well as their
conception of shusho. 1 subsequently consider how the early modern period’ s shusho qualities were
rooted in social discrimination from the middle ages onward and were based on views of purity and
defilement, owing to the creation of separate sectarian affiliation records for certain individuals,

including headquarters and branch temple lists.
Following the above investigations, it became clear that the foundation of shusho social status
structures derived from ideas of purity and defilement has underpinned social discrimination during
the early modern period. It also became evident that a concept of social status akin to shusho led
to the persistence of social discrimination during the modern and contemporary eras.
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