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In the history of Japanese religions freedom and discrimination have been
considered as opposed concepts. In this project we have re-examined the discourse on ‘ sacred’ in
the religious study. We found that the meaning of ‘ sacred’ depended on its relationship to *
profane’ and to * secular’ . This connectional framework had led to idea that the concepts of
freedom and discrimination are not opposed therefore cannot be separated from each other.
Furthermore, the fieldwork on Kiyomizu-zaka (Kyoto), Nara-zaka (Nara) and Old Watanabe-mura (Osaka)
was held, the study of Japanese history and study of discrimination were critically re-examined, and

the relationship between sacred and public space in Japan was investigated.
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