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A study on Daisetz Teitaro Suzuki®s work "Outlines of Mahayana Buddhism” and its
influence on Max Weber®s comparative sociology of religion
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This research deepens the understanding of Daisetz Teitaro Suzuki’ s work “
Outlines of Mahayana Buddhism” and clarifies the sources for the formation of its theory as
classical texts of Buddhism (“ the Awakening of Faith in the Mahayana” and Avatamsaka philosophy),
western thoughts (especially Arthur Schopenhauer) and the people around Suzuki (Soyen Shaku and Paul
Carus). Moreover, it pays attention to Max Weber’ s reference to this work, examines Weber’ s type
of “ innerworldly mysticism” , which includes Mahayana Buddhism, and investigates connections
between Weber and Suzuki, such as their participations in “ the Congress of Arts and Science” held
at St. Louis in 1904, their interest in William James, and Erich Fromm’ s interest in both of them.
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