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My research revealed that the emphasis on the democratic aspects and freedom

in the rabbinic traditional Jewish literature by the leading scholars of Wissenschaft des
Judentumes (WJ) was due to their urgent need to achieve an equal status as a citizen in Modern
German society.
“ Hence, scholars of WJ, who in fact, pursued freedom and democracy out of their interest, had to
find the roots of the democracy and freedom even in the rabbinic ages.” Nonetheless, it is
significant that a few references to the private level freedom in traditional Jewish literature are
always related to the episode involving the sin of the Golden Calf, in the book of Exodus. This
implies that the danger of idolatry is the opposite of freedom, which is significant toward the
concept of freedom in our age.
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