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From the late Heian Period to the late Kamakura Period, Shugendo gradually
came to be be recognized as a stream of Japan’ s Buddhism and became part of legitimate history for
Japanese Buddhism transmitted from India. One of the most influential books was “ Mino’ o-dera
Engi” , which told that En-no-Gyoja, the founder of Shugendo, had received abhiseka from Nagarjuna
Bodhisattva in his dream, before Kukai. After that, some monks said that Yamabushi had received
abhiseka from En, by their ascetic practices, through Mt.Omine, like En. Some monks in Exoteric and
Esoteric temples, for example Onjoji or Todaiji Tonan’ in, also accepted this view under their own
existing conditions. As a result, En was generally recognized as a member of the legitimate
genealogy of Japan’ s Esoteric Buddhist teachings.
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Tsuyoshi Kawasaki Enno Gyoja' s Legitimization in the Framework of Esoteric Temples
International Conference “ Repositioning Shugendo”  University of California, Santa
Barbara 2017

Natsumi Niki Mino’ odera Engi: The Education of Monks and Lay people 2017

2018
Tsuyoshi Kawasaki The Formation and Development on Ascetic Practice at Mt.Omine as
an Esoteric Buddhist Kanjo Ritual International Conference “ The World of Abhiseka:
Consecration Rituals in the Buddhist Cultural Sphere University of California, Santa
Barbara 2018

2018
Tsuyoshi Kawasaki Forged History of Mt.Omine Worship in “ Shozan-Engi”  Workshop
“ Engi and Sutra Burial: the Decoration of Sacred Mountains in Japan” Harvard University
2018
Heather Blair Proximate Context and Probable Cause: Reconsidering the Nun Hoyaku
and the 1114 Sutra Burial at Mt. Koya 2018
Tsuyoshi Kawasaki  Legitimacy for Shugendo, Supported by Forged Origins and
History(Invited Talk) The Buddhist Studies Seminar at Columbia University 2018
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