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This research project aims for the first critical biography of Frederick
Victor Dickins. In the first stage, | co-edited F.V. Dickins’ Letters to Ernest Satow, Kumagusu
Minakata and Others (Edition Synapse, 2011). In the second stage, | carried out biographical
research, focusing on his days in Japan and his most active days after his retirement.

In the third stage, | carried out research on Dickins’ translations of Taketori Monogatari and
Hojoki. 1 have tried to analyze the translation methods of Dickins and probe into his relationship
with Kumagusu Minakata. 1 also discussed the significance of Dickins’ scholarly study of Hokusai,
focusing on his translation and his commentary on One Hundred Views of Mount Fuji. It might be easy
today to smile at Dickins’ amateur status. However, it is important to note that he was the first
translator of Hyakunin Isshu and the first person to publish scholarly work on Fugaku Hyakkei. His
pioneering work deserves to be more highly evaluated.
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