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For Andrew Marvell as a poet, his allegience and obligations were more local

and particularist than national and ideological, and his position was situated within a network of
family relations and social and literary affinities. We may cite as a remarkable example the fact
that Marvell, writing in the Preshyterian household of Lord Fairfax, employs the chiliastic and
alchemical imagery in a distanced, nonpartisan way. It is also discovered that Fairfax"s poet took
upon himself a positive responsibility for arranging the marriage between his old Royalist friend,
George Villiers, Second Duke of Buckingham and Mary, the daughter of the retired general of the
Parliamentary force, and Marvell®s employer at that juncture.
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Habington: ‘All those bright jems, for which ith’ wealthy Maine, / The tann’d slave dives’ (p.
42, ‘To the Right Honourable, the Lady, E.P’, lines 8-9). Marvell: “The Indian slaves / That
dive for pearl through seas profound’ (Mourning’, lines 29-30). Habington: ‘The worlds great
eye / Though breaking Natures law, will us supply / With his still flaming lampe: and to obey
/ Our chaste desires, fix here perpetuall day.’ (p. 43, ‘To Castara, Departing upon the Approach
of Night’, lines 9-12). Marvell: ‘though we cannot make our sun / Stand still, yet we will make
him run.’ (‘To His Coy Mistress’, lines 45-46). Habington: ‘O let us sympathize, / And onely
talke ith’ language of our eyes, / Like two stares in conjunction.’ (p. 50, ‘To Castara. Of the
Chastity of his Love’, lines 7-9). Marvell: ‘Therefore the love which us doth bind, / But Fate
so enviously debars, / Is the conjunction of the mind, / And opposition of the stars.” (‘The
Definition of Love’, lines 29-32).
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