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In recent years, the results of stylometric authorship identification

studies using computers have led to more confident suggestions of Shakespeare®s possible involvement

in many dramatic works that have previously been considered as possibly written at least in part by
him. This study critically examined recent Shakespeare attribution studies, arguing that
computer-based stylometric authorship attribution has yet to replace conventional authorship
identification based on impressionistic readings of dramatic texts. This is because most of the
recent stylometric attribution investigations have been arbitrary and statistically unjustified in
their extraction, collection, processing, and analysis of linguistic data, and the results cannot

wholly be relied upon.
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