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The radical New Man appeared with the emergence of the feminist New Woman at
the fin de siecle. He is best understood as a political ally to her, supporting and aiding her
attempts at social and political liberation; yet he is also her romantic partner. While his
archtype can be found in mid-century fiction, the fin-de-siecle fiction describes his conflicting
emotions between maintaining the position of the New Man and retreating to an adherent of the
conventional patriarchy. Though he may be merely an ideal figure, it 1s true that the New Man
contributed to the emancipation not only of women but also of men themselves, who were bound by the
then ideological masculinity. Furthermore, the New Man assumes the potential possibilities of
constructing democratic and equal relationships with class-based and racial others through "
friendship-love," a word connoting homoerotic feelings.
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