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The Arthurian Revival was a major driving force behind the Medieval Revival
in nineteenth-century Britain. Sir Thomas Malory®"s _Morte Darthur_ played a crucial role in this
cultural resurgence, even inspiring modern Japan. My research focuses on the sudden appearance of
three editions of the text in 1816 and 1817, after an approximately two-century gap since the
Stansby edition of 1634. Through examining unexplored historical documents and conducting
bibliographical analysis of the Walker and Wilks editions, | have uncovered a rivalry between their
printers, editors, and publishers, all competing for the "editio princeps"” of Malory"s work.
Additionally, my research reveals the previously unknown identity and life of Robert Wilks, the
printer, and Joseph Haslewood®s unique contributions as the editor of the Wilks edition to Malory
scholarship in nineteenth-century Britain.
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