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Turn-of-the-century modernist artists saw puppetry to have potential as a
form of expression in avant-garde art which flourished in both avant-garde and commercial theatres.
This study examines puppetry in avant-garde theatre from theoretical and practical perspectives and
attempts to consider the conceptual framework of puppetry as a subgenre in contemporary theatre.
Specifically, the study explores topics such as “ the formation of artistic concepts of the body and

puppets in modernist theatre,” “ practices of puppetry in American alternative theatre,” and “
training and networking of puppeteers in higher education.” The categories of puppets, robots, and
artificial humans in theatre, developed at the turn of the century, have also led to concepts such
as chorgs and posthumans in puppetry since the late 20th _century. By examining those concepts of
the human body, this study provides an index for considering the future of physical representation
in contemporary theatre.
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